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irrt wil 1. 21. 


Fir 70 me 10 live is Chr it, and zo die 


7s Gain. 


Hs epiſtle, of which the words, 
of my text are a part, was written. 
by the apoſtle Paul, when: a pri- 
ſoner at Rome, to the church ß 
Chriſt at Philippi. Philippi was a chief city of, . 
a part of Macedonia; or rather, a city of #he\ 


firſt part . Macedonia x, and a colony of the A 


| Romans, 
* So the words in Acts xvi. 12. may be rendered, as they 


are by Caſtalio, if inftead of wfwT1 T1;, WE read Were and 


which verſion agrees with the hiſtory of the place: for ace- 


part was between Strymon and Nefſus ; where Pomponius 


fol. 96. G. expreſsly ſays, © Philippi is a city in the firſt part 


| 
but Neapolis, as appears from y. 11. tho' Photius, Ep. 247 -S] 


cording to Livy, I. 45. c. 29. Macedonia, when conquered . 
by Paulus ZEmilius, was divided into four parts, and the firſt 


Mela, 1. 2. c. 9. places Philippi: and Jerom, De loc. Hebr. 
e of Macedonia; and it was not the chief city of that part, 


but Amphipolis, according to Livy in the place referred to:; 
nor was it the firſt city the apoſtle and his friends came to, 


ſays, © Philippi was the metropolis of the province of Ma- 


. ©. cedonia ;** as perhaps it might be i in his time. See Piercy” $ 


Synopf. Fe: Philip. p. 2, 3. | =_— 


> 
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5 Romans, at the time of the writing of this epi- 
ſtle. Hither the goſpel was brought in a very 
wonderful and extraordinary manner. The 
apoſtle Paul, and thoſe with him, intended 
to have gone elſewhere, but were over-ruled 
and directed by divine providence, to ſteer 
their courſe to this place; where their mini- 
ſtry was ſucceeded to the converſion of Lydia 
and her houſhold, and of the jaylor and his; 
which two families, in all probability, laid 
the foundation of a goſpel-church-ſtate in this 
city; on account of which it became more fa- 
mous, than for its being rebuilt by Philip 
king of Macedon, father of Alexander the 
> Great, from whence it had its name of Phi- 

lippi; or for the battel fought near it, between 

Auguſtus Cæſar and Mark Anthony on one fide, 
and Brutus and Caſſius on the other, when the 
latter were beaten by the former; or for the 
fountains of water, or the veins and mines of 
gold, with which it abounded, which formerly 
gave it the names of Crenides and Dathos, and 
fince Chryſopolis; by which name, or as vulgarly 


Grixopolis, it ſeems it is now called. The 


Church here was a well regulated one; it was 
in good order, and had its proper officers, 


becher and deacons 3 z one to take care of its 
J Nb. TY 


Vid, Zanchii Prolegomena in Epiſt. a 


— 
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ſpiritual, and the other of its temporal affairs. 

The members of it are deſcribed as ſaints in 
| Chrift Feſus ; they were in Chriſt, being cho- 
ſen in him to be holy as well as happy, and 


who being converted had an open being in 


him; they were called with an holy calling, 


had principles of grace and holineſs wrought 


in their hearts, and lived holy lives and con- 


verſations. The apoſtle had a very great re- 


gard for them; he remembred them in his 
_ prayers, in which he gave thanks to God for 
their conſtant fellowſhip in the goſpel. - He 
expreſſes his ſtrong confidence of the work 
of grace being begun in them, and. of the 


performance of it until the day of Chriſt; be- 


lieving, in a judgment of charity, that they 
were partakers of the ſame grace with him- 


ſelf, He declares the moſt ſtrong and affec- | 


-tionate love to them, for the truth of which 
he appeals to God; and as an evidence of it 


prays for them, that they might increaſe in | 
love, in ſpiritual knowledge, judgment, and 
ſenſe; that they might be able to diſcern | 
things that differ, and approve the moſt ex- 


cellent ; and that they might be upright and | 
inoffenſive in their converſation, abounding in 
the fruits of righteouſneſs thro' Chriſt, to the 
glory of God. And whereas he was now in 


B 2 eie 


. EI rv ren 
* 1 ns 
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priſon, he gives them an account of his bonds, 
and the uſefulneſs of them; as that they were 
the means of ſpreading the goſpel in many 
| places, and even in Cæſar's court, and of 
emboldening the miniſters of it to preach it 
without the fear of man; tho' this they did 
from different principles, and with different 
| views; ſome of envy, ſtrife, and contention, 
and inſincerely, thinking to add to the apo- 
ſtle's afflictions; others of good-will and-of 
love to bim, to the truth, and to the ſouls of 


men, knowing that he was ſet for the de- 


| fence of the goſpel. However, whatever were 
their views, the apoſtle declares it was, and 
ever would be, matter of joy to him, that 
| Chriſt was preached ; yea, he was perſuaded, 
that the ill deſigned to him by ſome, would 
be over-ruled for his good, -thro' the prayers 
of the ſaints, and the ſupply of the Spirit ; 
for he had a well-grounded hope, that Chriſt 
| would be magnified in his body, living and dy- 
| jog; ſeeing he knew, that ſhould he live longer, 


it would be for the glory of Chriſt, and the 


| advancement of his intereſt in the world; and 
| ſhould he die quickly, his death e be 
gain, both to Chriſt and himſelf; ſince he 
| ſhould die for his ſake, in the faith of him; 
| 0 che profeſſion of it, and ſhould be for 
B ever 


an, 


CO 
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| ener lan him; for to me to live is chris. 
par to die is gain. Theſe words may be 
conſidered, Loo e e OE] ph 


I. As one propoſition ah be read 1 
Chrift is gain to me in life and in death; 
as they are in the margin of our bible, 
and by ſome interpreters of great note . 
According to this verſion of the words, 
Chriſt is the ſubject with reſpect to both 
parts, and the attribute is gain; and 
this he was to the apollle, both liviog 

and dying. 

1. As two propoſitions, the ſubjects of 
which are life and death, and the re- 
ſpective predicates Chriſt and gain; and 
which partition of them is more agree- 
able to our verſion, I ſhall conſider 
them in ch WW... 
I. The words may be conſidered as ex- 

preſſive of the gain that Chriſt was, or would 

be to the apoſtle, both living and dying; 

and this is not to be limited and reſtrained | 

to him as an apoſtle, who as ſuch received | 

e his 
> Ego autem Chriſtum in otroque membro orationis facio 


ſubjectum, ut tam in vita, quam in morte, lucrum eſſe prædi- 
cetur, Calvin. in loc. Sic Beza & Gomarus. 


[8] 
his commiſſion. from Chriſt ; had gifts and 
grace from him, qualifying him for that of- 
fice; and by whom he was made ſucceſsful in 


it, and profitable to the ſouls of men; and 
whereby he gained much credit and reputa- 


tion among the churches of Chriſt : but is to 


be underſtood of him as a believer in Chriſt, 
in common with others; and it is true even 
of the meaneſt ſaint, that Chriſt is his gain 
in life and in death. I uſe the words, be- 
liever and faint; for Chriſt is not gain to 
graceleſs perſons, nor is he eſteemed as ſuch 
by them ; they ſee no excellency in him, to 
diſtinguiſh him from another beloved ; nor 
any comelineſs in him, wherefore be ſhould 
be defired by them; nor. can they imagine 
that any profit or advantage will ariſe unto 
them by profeſſing and ſerving him; or that 
any gain will accrue to them by attending his 
word, worſhip, and ordinances ; but, on the 
contrary, that they would be loſers in their 


character or ſubſtance ; and therefore, like | 


the Gergeſenes, deſire he would depart from 


them : eſpecially it cannot be thought, that 


Chriſt ſhould be gainful to thoſe that ſtrip 
him of his proper deity ; count his blood as 
common, or no other than that of a common 


man ; deſpiſe and reject his righteouſneſs, and 
7 "= 


[97], 
deny his ſacrifice, ſatisfaction and atonement; 
and are ſelf-ſufficient to be their own ſa- 
viours: but he is gain to them that believe 


in him, and is fo accounted by them; for to 
them he is precious: he is ſo to them who 


have a ſpecial and ſpiritual knowledge of him; 
who have an underſtanding given them, or the' 
eyes of their underſtandings are opened and 
enlightned by the Spirit of God, to know him 
that is true; that he is the true God, truly 
and properly God, and in whom is eternal 
life; and that they are in him that is true; 


are intereſted in him, and ſhare in all the 


bleſſings of grace by him; who have ſuch 
knowledge of him, of the glories of his per- 


| fon, and the riches of his grace, as that it is 
the beginning, pledge, and earneſt of eternal 


life; and which knowledge, and the object 


| known, are preferred by them to every thing 


elſe, and all things are reckoned but Joſs in 
compariſon thereof; and therefore are defi- 
rous of knowing more of him, of his perſon, 
office and grace ; being willing to ſuffer the 
loſs of all things, that they may win or gain 
him, and a greater degree of knowledge of 
bim. Chriſt is gain, and reckoned gain to 
ſuch who ſee him, and believe in him ; who 
fee 


* 


ex John v. 20. 4 Phil. iu. 8, 10. 


[wo] 


ſce the worth and value of him; the fulneſs | 
of grace in him; the fuitableneſs of him to 


loſt ſinners; and who as poor periſhing crea- 


tures without him, go to him, and venture 


their ſouls on him, truſting in him ; who lay 


hold upon' him by faith as the Lord thaw 


righteouſneſs, their only Redeemer and Sa- 
viour ; who lean and rely upon him alone 
for ſalvation; commit their all into his hands, 
and. expect all from him, grace here, and 
glory hereafter ; and who not only have an 
intereſt in him, but are ſatisfied of it, that 
he is theirs, and they are his, their Lord and 
their God, who has loved them, and given 
himſelf' for them; to ſuch as theſe - Chriſt 
muſt be gain, and he is ſo eſteemed by 
then.. 

Firſt, Chriſt is their gain in life: he is 
their To mn, every thing to them, their all 
in all; he is every thing to them they want, 
and all they need they find in him. He is 
their wi ſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and 
redemption ; their wiſdom, to guide and di- 
rect them; heir righteougneſs, to juſtify them, 
and render them acceptable to God ; their 
ſanctiſication, to make them meet for eternal 
glory and happineſs ; and their redemption, to 

deliver 


* 1 Cor. i. 30. 


ws AB wAaQ nnn, . EY 


(wa) 
deliver and ſave them from all their enemies, 
fin, ſatan, and the world. He is their fe 
to quicken them, and to enable them to per · 


form all the acts of ſpiritual life, and to en- 


title them to an eternal one; he is their ligt 


to enlighten them, and in whoſe light they 


view with pleaſure all divine objects; he is 
their food they live upon, and by which they 
are nouriſhed to everlaſting life; and he is 


their raiment with which they are clothed; 


he is the ſource and ſpring of all their ſolid 
joy, peace, and comfort; and thro an intereſt 
in him they have a right to all things per- 


taining to life and godlineſs; all are theirs, 


Chriſt being theirs; and therefore they muſt he 
great gainers by him. And bow great their 
gain is, will * by the ee Pat 


culars. 


1. He himſelf, his NP being Wai 
he muſt be gain and gain enough unto them; 
there being none among the ſons of God in 
heaven to be compared to him, nor any a- 
mong the mighty men on earth to be deſired 
beſides him. He. is the chiefeſt among ten 
thouſand * , among ten thouſand angels, or 
among ten thouſand ſaints; being the bright- 
neſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſs 

C image 


f Cant. v. 10. 


[ 12 ] 
image of his perſon ; he is the one and only 
Mediator between God and man; thro*- whom 
they have acceſs unto God, and in whom 
they have acceptance with him ; he is their 
prophet; to teach and inſtruct them in all di- 
vine things; their prieſt, to make atonement 
for their ſins, and interceſſion for their ſouls; 
their king, to rule and govern, protect and 
defend them: he ſtands in, and fills up all 
relations to them; is their indulgent father; 
loving huſband, kind brother, and faithful 
friend ; in all theſe he is gain unto them. He 
is the pearl of great price, on whom no price 
can be ſet; he is more precious than ru- 
Siet; and all the things that can be thought, 
ſpoken of, or deſired, are not to be men- 
tioned with him; the nerchandiſe of him, 
the wiſdom of God, is better than the mer- 
chandife of ſilver, ond the =_ — _ 
" gold , 
2. Not only Chriſt himſelf, bm all other 
things of any value and importance, are 
theirs: Chriſt is the unſpeakable gift of God 
unto them; and he is not given alone ; God 
wvith him freely gives all things h appertain- 
ing to their ſpiritual and everlaſting life; they 
are bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſingsi in him; 
t Prov, iii. 14, 15. Rom. viii. 32, 1 Eph. i. 3. 


8 


as with peace, pardon, righteouſneſs, adop- 
cies of David, the bleſſings of an everlaſting 


laid up in it; all the fulneſs of grace it has 
pleaſed the Father ſhould dwell in him is for 


«theirs is ſupplied by their covenant-God and 


_ Chriſt Feſus l. 


yea, and amen; and thoſe that believe in 


them, and claim upon them, and enjoy what 
18 contained in them: and 5 are exceeding 


— : 18 ] 
tion, and eternal life ; with all-the ſure mer- 


and well ordered covenant; with all the ſtores 
of grace, and rich proviſions of good things 


their uſe; and out of it do they receive conti- 
nually grace for grace k; or a large abundance 
of it, as they want it; and every need of 


Father, ae to bis riches in glory ” 


3. All the promiſes of the covenant of grace, 
and which are tranſcribed into the everlaſting 
goſpel, are theirs : godlineſs, true, real, power- 
ful godlineſs, and thoſe who are poſſeſſed of 
it, have promiſe of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come u; both as to things - 
temporal and ſpiritual, and with reſpect to 
grace and glory ; ; and theſe are all 77 Chrift, 


him, are herrs of them; have a right unto 


great and precious; they ave like appies of gold 
C 2 in 


* Col. j. 19. John i. 16. * Phil. iv. 19, 
1 Tim. iv. 8. 2 Cor. i. 20, 


| a [14] 
in ier vs of filver, and are more to be de- 
"fired than thnuſands of gold and fiver ; and 
fach that know the worth and. value of them, 
will rejoice at them when they find them, 
and when they are applied unto them, as they 
that find à great poll: o; being ſuitable to their 
eaſe, free and gracious, abſolute and uncon- 
5 Wonal; and what give them immediate com- 
Fort and relief, and are of ſervice to them in 
future times of difficulty and diftreſs. | 
4 . Chriſt muſt needs be gain to thoſe that 


know him, and believe in him, ſince high 
honours are conferred on them by him. Tho 
they may, by embracing and profeſſing him, 


loſe their name, credit, and reputation among 


men, and be reckoned the filth of the world, 
and the offscouring of all things e; yet they 
are made by Chriſt kings and prieſts unto God 
and his Father *; theſe two high and honour- 
able characters are united in them; they are a 
royal priefthood *. They are kings, not titu- 
lar ones: they have now a kingdom of grace, 
which is within them, where grace reigns 
thro' righteouſneſs over fin, ſatan, and the 
world; and which lies in righteouſneſs, peace, 
and 1 in the Holy Ghoſt; and they are 
heirs 


9% Pet. i. 4. Prov. xxv. 11. r exix. 72, 162. 
P 1 Cor. iv. 13. 1 N. 4 4 1 1 Pet. ii. 9. 


„ 


a as 


"am end ye "| el, A 


[ 15 ] 


heirs of an everlaſting one: they have a crown 


of life, righteouſneſs, and glory laid up for 


them, and a throne of glory prepared and ſet 


up for them ; even the ſame on which their 
Lord and head, their Redeemer and Saviour 
fits, and they will fit with him on it: they 
fare like kings ; they fit at the king's table, 
and partake of royal dainties: they are clothed 


like ſueh; being related to Chrift the King 


of kings, they are his queen, and ſtand at ' 
his right-hand in gold of Opbir; their cloth- 
ing is wrought gold, and raiment of needle- 
work: and they have the attendance of kings; 
angels are their life-guards; thoſe miniftring 
ſpirits miniſter to them who are heirs of ſal- 
vation. And they are prieſts; they have eaſy 
and ready acceſs to God their Father, thro? 
Chriſt the Mediator, under the influence of 
one Spirit ; and they have acceſs with free- 


dom and boldneſs; they can come to God 


through the blood of Chriſt with intrepidity, 
and with full aſſurance of faith; they can 
come without fear to God, and offer up their 
ſpiritual ſacrifices of prayer and praiſe, and 
preſent themſelves, ſouls and bodies, a holy, 
living, and acceptable ſacrifice to him. This 


benour have all the ſaints *, 


5. They 
* Pf. cxlix. . £1 


1851 


55 T hey are poſſeſſed of abundance: of 


riches from Chriſt ; every thing in Chriſt is 
gain to them, even his very poverty ; for 


thro his poverty they are made rich; and 


how enriching then muſt his riches be! for 
all his riches are theirs; his riches as the crea- 


tor and governor of the world; the earth: is 


bis, and the fulneſs thereof, and all this be- 


longs to his people; the world is theirs,” he 


being theirs ; they are heirs of it, as Abraham 
was ; they have a rightful claim unto it, and 
—. Poſſeſs as much of it as is for their good, and 
enjoy it in a manner others do not: the 


riches of grace, and the riches of glory, are 
theirs; the wnſearchable riches of Chriſt, 


which can never be traced out, nor told over; 
the true, ſolid, and ſubſtantial riches, even 
durable riches, which will laſt for ever, and 
can never be loſt ; and though believers in 
Chriſt may for his ſake ſuffer the ſpoiling of 


their goods, and loſe their worldly ſubſtance, 


yet in the iſſue they are no loſers; they gain 
by their loſſes; for what they leave and loſe 


for Chriſt's fake, they receive an hundred fold 


now in this world, and in the world to come 
eternal life ". 


7 They 
2 Cor. viii. 9. pl. xxiv 1 Mark x. 30. 


0. 


71 

6. They obtain with ChriR, and receive 
fro him a glorious juſtifying righteouſneſs 3 
tho' they part with their own, they get a 
better; they are indeed obliged, upon their 
becoming the diſciples of Chrift, to deny 
righteous ſelf, as well as ſinful and civil ſelf, 
for his ſake; being convinced by the Spirit of 
God of the inſufficiency of their own righte- 
otiſneſs, to juſtify them in his fight, they 
drop it, they diſclaim and renounce it, in 
Point of dependence; they deſire to be found 
not in their own righteouſneſs, by which they 
ſee they cannot be juſtified before God; they 
perceive it is a garment too narrow to wrap 
themſelves in, and therefore lay it aſide as 
their robe of righteoufneſs; but what do they 
loſe thereby? only rags, and theſe filthy ones; 
which are of no more uſe to cover naked 
ſouls, and ſhelter 'them from the wrath of 
God, and avenging juſtice, than the aprons 
of fig-leaves were to our firſt parents, when 


they had finned : and in the room of it they 


gain a better righteouſneſs ; not only a righ- 
teouſneſs that exceeds the rightcouſneſs of the 
hypocritical ſcribes and phariſees; but even 
that exceeds the real holineſs of ſaints, that 
new 'man which is created in righteouſneſs 
and true holineſs ; yea, that excceds the righ- * 

teouſneſs 


3 


nn 
. B p 
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FR "VOY of the angels. in heaven, and of 
Auam in a ſtate of innocence; for it is not 
the righteouſneſs. of a creature, but the rigb- 


teouſneſs of God, which is unto and upon all 
them that Ce = ; it is a righteouſneſs as 


broad as the commandment is; is every way 


commenſurate to the dene law of God, 


by vrhich that is magnified and made honour- 


able; by which juſtice is ſatisfied, and with 


which God is well pleaſed: it is an everlaſt- | 


ing one, and will anſwer for the ſaints in a 
time to come; it acquits them now, and will 
hereafter; it ſecures from all condemnation 
and wrath, and entitles to eternal life. 
- 7. All that believe in Chriſt gain much by 
his blood and facrifice ; they have redemp- 


tion thro his blood, from all their iniquities; 


from the law, and all its curſes; from ſatan, 
and his principalitics and powers ; from the 
world, and all their enemies; from hell, 
wrath, tuin and deſtruction: and this thas 
have not thro' corruptible things, as ſilver 


and gold, but thro the precious blood of 


Chriſt. By this likewiſe full remiſſion of 
ſins is obtained, peace made with God, and 


reconciliation for ſin; this being alſo ſprinkled 


on the conſcience, ſpeaks peace there, and 
purges 


— 


* Rom. iii. 22. 
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f Purges it from dead works, and eleanſes fro - 

t all fin : by the facrifice of Chriſt, fin is fi- 

4 niſhed and made an end of; it is put away . 

5 for ever; and thoſe that are ſanctified per- 
fected by it; which lays a foundation for ſo- 
lid joy, in all that have received the atone- 
ment; whoſe gain hereby i is exceeding great. 


- 8. All that believe in Chriſt are, and ſhall 

1 be ſaved, with an everlaſting ſalvation. Chriſt, 

p- as their ſurety, engaged to be the Saviour of 

L them; he came into this world in their na- 

ture for that purpoſe; and by his obedience, 

l ſufferings and death, has obtained eternal ſal- 

5 vation for them. This is in him, and in nao 

F | other; nor is there any other perſon, or name, 
or thing under heaven, whereby any can be, 

; ſaved ; it is in vain to expect it from hills and 

mountains; from any works of men, be they 
- ever ſo numerous ; but 1 in Chriſt alone is the 


ſaluation of Tjrael and they that believe in 

| him, believe in him to the ſaving of the ſoul, 
and do at laſt receive the end of their faith, 

1 even the ſalvation of their ſouls; the redemp- | 

f || tion of which is precious, as being of more 

| worth .than a world, and requires a price a 

| creature cannot give : ſo that as on the one 

| hand, it will be no profit or advantage to a 

; D man, 


v Jer, iii. 23. 
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mag, ſhould he gain the - whole RY and 
boſe bis on foul *; on the other hand, he 
' Whoſe ſoul is ſaved in the day of the Lord 
1 Jeſus, and by him, muſt de thereby an infi- 
nite gainer. | 
9. Once more let it be obſerved, that every 
thing that belongs to Chriſt, or has any con- 
nexion with him, is gain to the believer in 
him. The "milniſters of Chriſt are theirs, 
whether Paul, or Apolles, or Cephas *, or who- 
ever they be; they have a right to their mi- 
niſtrations, and they receive profit by them; 
for they ſpeak unto them for exhortation, con- 
ſolation, and edification ; tho? they have not 
A over their faith, they are helpers W 
their joy *; they are inſtruments of encourag- 
ing their faith and hope in God, and of in- 
creaſing their ſpiritual knowledge and joy in 
the Lord. The goſpel of Chrift, when mixed 
with faith by them that hear it, becomes 
profitable ; ; when it is found and eat by faith, 
it is the rejoicing of the heart; it is ſoul- 
ſtrengthening and comforting food to faith; 
and is eſteemed by the believer more than the 
neceſſary food of his body, The ordinances 
of Chriſt are On of IO © and afford 
much 


— 6. 1 Cor. ii. 22. * Cor. i. 24. 
© II. xvi. 11. | 
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much ſpiritual refreſhment, when the profiles 
of Chriſt is enjoyed in them ; and the people 
of Chriſt are very beneficial one to another, 


| by praying together, and building 1 up one an- 
e 


r on their moſt holy faith ; by ſympa- 
thizin 


with each other, converſing together, 


and re ating their Experiences to one another; 


all which makes their company delightfyl 
and profitable: to ſay no more under this 
head, 


for the fake of Chriſt and 3 goſpel, and | 
their profeſſion of it, even theſe are reckoned 
by them greater riches than the treaſures of 


10. The worſt things of Chriſt, if any of | 
his may be called bad, are gain to the ſaints, 


and are ſo eſteemed by them ; as reproaches 


Egypt. 3 there are no afflictions befal the 


; people of God, but they are gainers by them; 


their conſolation abounds by Chriſt, as the 


ſufferings of Chriſt abound in them; all their 


trials and exerciſes ſerve but to brighten their 
graces, particularly their faith, and make it 
to appear much more precious than gold that 


periſheth ; their various afflictions work to- 


gether for their good, either temporal or ſpi- 


ritual, and even work for thera an exceeding | 
on, eternal weight of glory * : and if theſe 


2 are 
pe Heb. xi. 26. © 1 Pet. i. 7. f Rom. -viii. 28. 
2 Cor. iv. 17. t | YR 
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are to gainful and profitable to them „ What | 


muſt [Chriſt's beſt things be! earthly king- 
doms, crowns, thrones and ſcepters, are toys 
-and trifles, in compariſon of them, Thus 
Chriſt is the believer's gain in life. 


Secondly, Chriſt is the gain of believers in 
death, at it, and after it. When they die, 
they die in Chriſt ; they have a ſecret being 
in Chriſt, as 1 are choſen in him before 


| the foundation of the world; and they have 

an open manifeſt being in him, when they 
are converted and made new creatures; they 
live in him as the branches do in the vine, 
and they continue in him, and thro' abiding 


in him, bring forth fruit as long as they live; 


and when they die, they are found in Chriſt, 


Intereſted in him; and #leſſed are the dead that 


die in the Lords; they are happy with him, 
enjoying everlaſting peace and reſt; falling 
aſleep by death, they ſleep in the arms of 
Jeſus, and he'll bring them with him at his 
ſecond coming: the righteous, when they 
die, have hope in their death of enjoying 


eternal life and happineſs; and this hope is 


founded on the perſon, blood, and righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt : he is in them the hope of 
glory * ; the anchor of hope being caſt on 
| 185 him, 

8 Rev. xiv. 14. > Col. i 27, 
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him, on ſuch goos ground, on ſo ſure a foun- 
dation is in itſelf,” ſure and  Fedfaft”, , and enters 


within the veil where Jeſus is; it is a hope 


that makes not aſhamed, or diſappoints; ſal- 


vation follows upon it. Theſe alfo die in the 
faith of Chriſt ; and as in life, the triumph 
of that grace ariſes from what Chriſt is to his 


s * 


people, and has done and ſuffered for them, 


from his death, reſurrection, aſcenſion to hea- 


ven, fitting at the right-hand of God, and 


interceſſion for them; ſo when they come to 


die, what gives them reaſon to ſing and ſay, 


O death, where is thy fling ? O grave, where 


is thy victory? is, that Chriſt has took away 
the ſting of death, fin, and has fulfilled and 
ſatisfied the law, the firength of fin &; ſo that 


there is nothing lies againſt them to their 
condemnation, © Moreover, their expectation 


in their dying moments is to be with Chriſt 
and with whom they are deſirous to be; 
and chuſe to be abſent from the body, that 
they might be preſent with the Lord; and 


they are immediately with him, as ſoon as 


ſoul and body are ſeparated : and this is their 
comfort, both in life and at death, that they 
ſhall be for ever with him; and when they 


are 


© 1 Heb. ie f Cob reg 6 
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are departed, their happine& at and, after 
death lies in communion with Chriſt, in con- 
formity to him, and in the everlaſting viſion 
of him. Communion with. Chriſt is a moſt 
Ig delightful and deſirable thing ; ; the believes 
reckons. it great gain to him, when he can 
fay. truly our. fellowſhip is with the Father, 
and with his Son Jeſus Cbrift a, which yet is 


imperfect, and but for a ſeaſon ; what gain - 


will that be, which will be for ever and unin- 
terrupted, that is entered upon at death | N ow 
the faints are like to Chriſt, but it is but in 


part; they are gradually changed into his 


image from glory to glory * ; but at death, and 


- as ſoon as in glory, this 5 will be perfect 
and complete; and in the reſurrection, it will 
be ſo both in ſoul and, body. In the preſent 
ſtate of things, We fee but in part, and thrd 
a glaſs darkly * ; but, in the other Nate, when 
death .has — its office, we ſhall ſee Chriſt 


as he is, as well as be like him. A principal 


part of the ſaints happineſs, will lie in be- 


holding his glory, and gazing at it, and feed · 


ing the eyes of the mind upon it with unut- 


terable pleaſure; which to enjoy, is the ul- 


timate end of our Lord's ſufferings here, and 


FE of 
' = 6 Jqhnio..-- 2 Cor. ii. 18. 21 Cor. alli, 
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ven. But, 


L 25 J. 
of his preparations and intercefſion in hea- 


bh fs ſhall how Peres to conſider theſe 
words as conſiſting of two propoſitions: firſt, 
that to live is Chriſt, or life is Chriſt; it is 
to and for him; ſecondly, that death is gain | 
both to him and to his ſaints. 

Fir, That to live is Chriſt, or that the 
tendency of the apoſtle's life, which is the 
defign of the expreſſion, was to the ſervice, 
Honour, and glory of Chriſt; for not Chrift, 
bat fe, or to live, is the ſubject of this pro- 


poſition v; Chriſt 3 is the predicate. (Where: 7 
fore, a 

Iſt. The ſenſe 18 not, that life is owing to 
Chriſt, or that he is the cauſe and author of 
it; tho' this is true; for as he is the creator 
of men, in him was J e, and that fe was 
tbe light of men i; he it is that gives life and 
breath to all in a dud ſenſe; as all have 


- their being from him, they are preſerved and 
upheld in it by him; they live, move, and 


have their being in bim. Saints have their 
ERIN life from Chriſt ; he quickens the 
dead, 


-»* Ta * Xpivoc, vivere, Chriſtus. Articalus, nota ſubjecti, ut 
mox iterum. Quicquid vivo, (vita naturali) Chriſtum vivo. 
Bengelius in loc. 2 John i. 4. 


16 : Rr: 


dead in ſin, even whom he pleaſes; he i is . 
reſurrection and the life*, or the author of 


the reſurrection from the death of fin, to a 
life of grace; he ſpeaks life into dead ſin- 
ners, and implants in them a principle of it, 
and maintains it: he is alſo the procurer and 
giver of eternal life; he has given his fleſh, 
his human nature, fer. the life, the eternal 
life of the world“, of his choſen ones; and 
he has fower to give it to as many as the Fa- 
ther has given him; and to them he does 
give it, and they ſhall never periſh : he is the 
ay, «the truth, and the life * ; the true way 
to eternal life, yea he is eternal life itſelf; it 
will conſiſt in the everlaſting enjoyment of 
him; but this is not the meaning of the ex- 
preſſion here. Nor, 4 
g 2dly. Is it the ſenſe of the phraſe, that 
Chriſt 1 is the object of ſpiritual life; tho' this 
alſo is true: a believer lives by faith on 
Chriſt ; on his perſon for acceptance; on his 
blood for pardon ; and on his righteouſneſs 
for juſtification : he lives upon him as the 
463) of life, and lives by him ; his ſpiritual 
life is ſupported and maintained thro' feeding 
on him by faith; and as it was the deſire of 
our 


* John xi. 25. lohn vi. 51. * John xvii. 2. and | 
x. 28. and xiv, 6. | 1 . 
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faith of the Son of God *. But, 


_ perſuaſion, that this would be the iſſue of his 


ſufferings ; he was well aſſured Chriſt would be | 


this the end of his living; that 2obether we 


conſtrain and engage us not to live unto our- 
ſelves, but unto him that died for us, and roſe 


t 27 1 
our apoſtle, ſo it is of every believer, cht 
the life he lives in the fleſh ſhould be ”y ny ] 


_ 3dly, The meaning is, that Chtiſt bas 
end of the apoltle's life, the ſcope and -aim 


of it; his main view, whilſt he lived, was . 


to ſerve and glorify him, and promote his 
honour and intereſt. This had been his con- 
ſtant care and ſtudy for time paſt; and it was 
his reſolution till, ſhouſd he be continued 
longer, to live to Chriſt; and it was his firm 


future toil and labour in his miniſtry, or of his 


magnified hereby, as it was his hearty defire 
that he ſhould: and it becomes every good 
man, whether a miniſter of the word, or a 
private chriſtian, to ſeek the glory of Chriſt 
throughout the whole of his life, and make 


live, woe live unto the Lord: and the love of 
Chriff, in aſſuming our nature, in ſuffering 
and dying in our room and ſtead, and thereby 
obtaining eternal redemption for us, ſhould 
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again; 8 a miniſter of the goſpel 
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* Cal. ii 20. » Rom. xiv. 8. * 2 Cor. v. 14, 16. 
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may be ſaid to live to Chriſt, or to have 


huis life devoted to his ſervice and intereſt, 


1. He 8 Chriſt, and him only, at 


leaſt principally; when he is the ſubject- 


matter of his miniſtry ; and when all things 
in it tend to this one point, and center in it, 
or have a connexion with it; when the drift 
of all his diſcourſes is to magnify Chriſt; to 
ſet off the glories of his perſon, and the riches 


of his grace: and this was the way of preach- 


ing the apoſtles of Chriſt, and firſt miniſters 


of the word, univerſally gave into; we preach 


not ourſelves, but Cbriſt Jeſus the Lord? : and 


For this our apoſtle was remarkably eminent 


and famous ; 1 determined, ſays he, not to 


know, that is, not to make known, any thing 
among you, ſave Feſus Chriſt and bim cruci- 
fed; and this reſolution he purſued, and by 
this determination he abode, notwithſtanding 


the clamours and cavils of the Jewiſh doors 

againſt it, and the ſneers of the wiſe philoſo- 
phers of the age at it; we preach, ſays he, 
Chriſt crucified, to the Jeus a ſtumbling- 
block, and to the Greeks fookſineſs * : and this 


is done when he is declared to be God over 


all Hee far. ever; and that all divine perfec- 
tions 


y 2 Cor. iv. 5. * 1. Por. i, 2, 1 Cor. i. 23 


129 ; 
tions are in him; that be fulneſ of the God: 
head dwells in him; that he is in the form of | 
God, and thought it no robbery to be equal 
with him *; having the ſame nature and at- 
tributes ; the ſame glorious names and title 
the ſame works being done by him, and the 
ſame worſhip and homage | given to him. 
When he is ſet forth in all his offices, as the 
ſurety that engaged to take upon him the 
nature of his people, to pay their debts, 2 
ſatisfy for their ſins, and fave their ſouls; as 
the Saviour and Redeemer of them from al | 
their ſins, and the ſad effects of them; as 
their only Mediator, who tranſacts all affair 
for them, between God and them; as their 
prophet, to whoſe inſtructions, relating to - 
doctrine and worſhip, they are to attend; WK 
as their prieſt, who has offered himſelf without! 
{pot to God for them, appears in the preſence of 
God on their account, and ever lives to make 
interceſſion for them; and as their king, to 
whom they recommend ſubjection as - ſuch, 
and obedience to all his commands and ordi- 
nances. When alſo they preach up the be- 
nefits and bleſſings of grace which come 'by- Ii 
him; as that the acceptance of men with 
God is not on the account of any works of 

E 2 rigs; 
» Rom. ix. 5. Col. i, 9. Phil. i. 6 


[i3e:] 


righteouſneſs done by them, but in Chriſt his 


beloved Son; and on account of what he has 
done and ſuffered for them; and that juſtifi- 
cation is not by the works of the law, moral 
or ceremonial, but by the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt imputed without works, or by faith 


in that righteouſneſs, without the works of 


the law.; that pardon of fin is not thro' the 
tears, repentance, and humiliations of men, 

but by the blood of Chriſt; for without Sed. 
ding of blood, be there what will be elſe, 7here 


7s u remiſſion ©; that adoption, which is from 


the good-will and pleaſure of God, is founded 
on relation to the perſon of Chriſt, and comes 


thro” the redemption that is in him; and that 


the power, privilege, and authority to claim 
the bleffing, is a gift of his to thoſe that be- 
lieve in him; and that eternal /ife itſelf, is 
the gift of God thro Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 

2. Then is the life of a miniſter devoted 


to the ſervice and glory of Chriſt, when he 


ſtudies carefully and conſtantly to preach the 
whole goſpel of Chriſt, and nothing elſe; as 
our apoſtle did, who kept back nothing that 
was profitable to the ſouls of men, and 1 
ned not to declare all the counſel of God *; 

even that goſpel, Whit has Chriſt for its 
author 


© Heb. ix. 32. , 4 Rom, vi, 3. Acts xx. 20, 27. 


* 
author as a divine perſon, and Chriſt for its 
ſubject as the God-map and Mediator, and 
which was preached by him in the days of 
his fleſh, as it never was by any before ot 
ſince; and all the doctrines of it, relating 
to his perſon, offices, and grace: ſuch as 
the election of perſons in him; of redemp- 
tion by him; of juſtification by his imputed 
righteouſneſs; of pardon by his blood; of 
atonement by his ſacrifice ; of regeneration 
and ſanctification by his Spirit and grace; and 
of perſeverance thro' bim in faith and heli- 

neſs. And then is the life of Chriſt's faithful 
miniſters ſpent in his ſervice, and makes for 
his glory ; when they conſtantly; openly, and 
without reſerve, affirm theſe things, and con- 
tinue in them; when they make it the buſi · 
neſs of their liyes to diffuſe the ſavour of 
the knowledge of them wherever they come, 
as this our apoſtle did, who from Jeruſalem, 
round about to Iuhricum, fully preached the 
goſpel of Chriſt * ; and when they, according 
to the utmoſt of their abilities, both from the 
pulpit and the preſs, defend the important 
truths of it; and contribute all they can to 
the ſpread of them far and near; by their ex- 


phortations to fellow: miniſters; by their in- 
fluence 


Rom. xv. 19. 
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fluence and example, and every other way 


they are capable of. As well as when they 


are uſeful to the churches and congregations 


where they are placed, for their edification 


and comfort; for the improvement of them 
in ſpiritual knowledge; and for the further- 
ance of faith, and the joy of it; as the apo- 
ſtle here was perſuaded would be his caſe 


with reſpect to the NED ſee ver. 24 


2 5, 26. 


Then is a an 8 life directed to the 


es and glory of Chriſt; when his con- 
verfation in the world, and in the church, is 

as becomes the goſpel of Chriſt, he profeſies 
and preaches ; when he walks uprightly, ac- 
cording to the truth of the goſpel, and the 
rule of the divine word; when he walks as 
he has Chriſt for his pattern and example; 
and ſo behaves as to be himſelf an example of 
the believers, in word, in converſation, i in cha- 


rity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity s; in ſhort, 


when he diſcharges the duties of his office 


faithfully, both with reſpe& to God and man; 
and when all the reproaches and perſecutions 


of men do not deter him from it; none of 


theſe things move him, neither does he count 
his / ie dear unto himſelf, fo that he might 


finiſh 


Ss 1 Tim. iv. 12. 
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finiſh his courſe with joy, and the miniſtry he 
has received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the 


goſpel of the grace of God *; nay, fo far from 
it, that he rejoices that he is counted worthy 


to ſuffer ſhame for the name of Chriſt *: and 
thus on his part Chriſt 7s glorified; tho“ 2 
.the part of others he is evil ſpoken : 

that upon the whole, ſuch an active and 45 
fering life is Chriſt; or what makes for his 


glory, and the promotion of his cauſe and in- 
tereſt in the world. 
Secondly, The other propoſition is, that 0 


die is gain; but to whom? both to Chriſt, 


and to all good men, whether miniſters oc 
private chriſtians that believe in him : this is 


not expreſſed, but is to be underſtood. 
iſt. The death of good men, particularly 


miniſters of the goſpel, is gain to Chrift : 


which ſenſe of the words beſt agrees with 
the perſuaſion of the apoſtle, that Chriſt 
would be magnified in his. body, whether by 
life or by death, ver. 20. ſeeing, ſhould he 


live longer, his buſy and laborious life would 


be for the glory of Chriſt ; and ſhould he die, 


even ſoon, that would alſo turn to the ho- 


nour of him, and ſo be his gain ; for which 
reaſon with others, precious in the ſight of - 


the 
> Acts xx, 24. I Acts v. 41. E 1 Pet. ir. 14. 
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the Lord is the death of bis ſaints"; whether 


t is in the way of martyrdom, or in the com- 
mon way. In the former way it was that 
the apoſtle s death was gain to Chriſt ; for in 
this way he died, and thereby Chriſt was 


magnified ; as he was by Peter, who died 


zn like manner; as Chriſt ſuggeſted he ſhould, 
hen he lignified to him, by what death he 

ſhould glorify God® : and O how is God glo- 
- rified, and Chriſt magnified, by his ſuffering | 


ſervants, and his honour and intereſt in the 
world promoted thereby! as it was in the 
primitive times, under the perſecutions of the 
Roman emperors, when the apoſtles and many 
others, were called to ſeal the doctrines of 


| Chriſt with their blood; which was a great 


confirmation of the truth of them, and of 
their unfeigned faith in them; and ſerved 


greatly to eſtabliſh the minds of weak be- 
ſievers, and animate others to ſuffer in the 
ſame manner; and was indeed an ordinance 
for the nne dan of many; who ſeeing their 


zeal for Chriſt; their undauntedneſs and in- 
trepidity; their courage and reſolution; their 


conſtant profeſſion of Chriſt unto death; 


were won over to him, and ſo. were his 


1 additions were made hereby to his 


churches; 


1 Bf, exvi. „ = 1 * 19. 
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churches; his intereſt was increaſed; his king- 
dom promoted and enlarged; the blood of 
the martyrs being, as it was uſually ſaid, the 
| ſeed of the church; and as it was then, fo it 
has been in ſome ages ſince, particularly at 
the Reformation. Moreover, the death of 
the ſaints in the common way of dying, eſpe- 


cially of goſpel-miniſters, is gain to Chriſt, 


and brings him honour and glory; when they 
continue in, and abide by his doctrines, even 


unto death ; when they declare in their dy- 


ing moments, that what they have preached 


to others are their only ſupports, and conti- 


nue to recommend them to them ; when 
they ſpeak of the ſweetneſs they find in them, 


and the comfort they have from them; relate 


the choice experiences of divine love and grace 


they are favoured with; and expreſs their 
ſtrong and well grounded hope of heaven and 
happineſs, upon that foundation they have 


directed others to; and rejoice in this hope 
of the glory of God: as all this tends to eſta- 


bliſh and confirm thoſe that ſurvive, ſo it 


makes greatly for the Redeemer's glory, which 


is his gain. 
2dly, The death of the ſaints, particularly | 
of faithful miniſters of the word, is gain to 
themſelves: and ſo the Syriac, Arabic, and 
5; Bee. 


1 36 
Eubuopic verſions, by way of explanation, add, 


to me; rendring the words, 20 die, or 11 


«die, it it or ill be gain to me. What is 


death l or what is there in death that can be 


gainful! it is a departure out of this world, 
as may be learnt from the context; a taking 
a long journey; a going to a man's long 
home, never to return here again, to his 
houſe, his family, and friends; or to be in 
the ſame ſtation and ſituation he now is. It 
is a diſſolution of the earthly houſe: of this 
tabernacle, an unpinning it, and a taking it 
to pieces; ; a dHunion of the foul and body; 
u parting thoſe two near and intimate compa- 
nions, that have dwelt long together; for 


the body without the ſpirit is diad . Death 


changes a man's countenance ; breaks the 
frame of nature; deprives of all ſenſe and 
motion, and renders all the active members 


-of the body uſeleſs; and turns comelineſs 


into corruption,'and the whole maſs and bulk 
into rottenneſs, duſt, and worms; and what 
gain can there be in all this? yea, there is 


much a man loſes by death, and yet it is faid 


to be his gain e; ; he parts with his deareſt re- 


5 lations 


B 9 11. 6. e eemolavu, *:. Mori, lucrum, 


Quamvis;moricts videar omnium rerum jactaram facere. Ben- | 


qehus n loc. 


N 
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lations and friends; he leaves them behind 
he loſes all relation to them, and connexion 
with them; he's no more the huſband, fa- 
ther, brother, &c. he loſes all knowledge of 
the affairs of -this world ; he knows nothing 
what is done below after death ; what befals 
his family or his friends, whether to their 
advantage or diſadvantage 3 as fob ſays, bis 
ſons come to honour, and be knoweth it not; 
and they are brought law, but he perceiveth it 
not of them: he loſes all his grandeur, in 
which he lived among men ; all his titles of 
honour, and all his glory; theſe hall not de- 
ſcend after him to the grave: he loſes all his 
worldly eſtates, his ſubſtance, wealth, and 
riches ; he carries nothing away with him; 
| when his ſoul is required of him, and the 
queſtion is, whoſe. ſhall thoſe things be * he hag 
enjoyed? the anſwer, muſt be, whoſe: ever 
they are, they are no more his; he has loſt 
his property in them, and his poſſeſſion of 
them: yea, dying he has loſt his life, his, 
animal life, than which. nothing 1 is dearer ta 
a man; ſken for ſhin, yea all that @ man bath 
will he. give for his life: now what is that 
at a 8 man 's death, that can counter-ba= || 
| „ lance 
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to make it gain to him? and that it is gain, 


notwithſtanding all this loſs, will appear oy 


4-267 the following things. 1205 
What a good man, whether in a * 


he or private capacity, is then rid of and freed 


from: he is at death freed from ſin, and the 
riddance of that is gain unto him; he is now 
freed from obligation to puniſhment for it by 
the death of Chriſt; and he is clear of the 
guilt of it before God, and on his own con- 


ſcience, by the blood of ſprinkling ; and he 
is delivered from the dominion of it by the 


power and grace of God, but not from the 
being of it; he groans, being. burdened with 


it; it cauſes a continual conflict and war in 
him; and he is ſometimes carried captive by 


it, which makes him cry out, O wretched 


man that I am * : but when a faint dies, he 


is immediately among the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect, and is as they; thoſe fins and 


corruptions, which like the old Canaanites to 
 Tfrael, were thorns in his fide, and pricks in 
his eyes, are no more; the Canaanite is no 
more in the land, nor any pricking brier, nor 
grieving thorn of this ſort; all are gone; and 


more an muſt be gain unto him. Like- 
5 | _ . wile 


Rom, vii. 24. 


haves all this loſs, 'or rather over-balance it, 


wt. 


1 


wt. 


dies to diſtreſs and terrify; and ſometimes he 


the ſhores of eternity, and are in Abraham's 
boſom, and in the arms of Jeſus, they are 
out of his reach; he is fallen from heaven, 


from thence; nor be attended with doubts 
and fears, as he often is now; leſt God ſhould 


[39] 
wiſe he 1s freed from the temptations of ſas 


tan: now tho” he is redeemed from him by — 


the death of Chriſt, and taken out of his 
hands by powerful and efficacious grace; yet 
he is ſubject to his temptations, as the beſt of 
men are; he ſolicits them to evil; ſuggeſts 
bad things to them; throws in 'bis fiery 
darts; is always going about to ſeek an ad- 
vantage againſt them, and accuſe them be- 
fore God; and tho' he can't devour, he ſtu- 


does it by injecting fears of death, which 
keep ſome in bondage all their days: but 
when once they are removed from hence, 
got over Jordan's river, are ſafe landed on 


and will never regain his place there any 
more; there is no tempter in the heavenly . 
paradiſe. This is another branch of the be- 
liever's gain at death. Likewiſe, then he 
will no more walk in darkneſs, or be liable 
to divine deſertions, and the trouble that ariſes 


not be his God, and Jeſus his Redeemer; 
leſt the good work ol grace ſhould not be be- 
3 gun 


. 11 


gun in him, or he ſhould fall ſhort of heaven 
and eternal happineſs: nor will he be any 
"Pee afflicted with an evil heart of unbelief, 

diſtreſſed with that fin which ſo eaſily be- 
ſets him; all ſorrow and ſighing on every oc- 


cafion ſhall flee away, and everlaſting joy 
be upon him: he will be no more troubled. 


with diſeaſes and pains of body; with out- 
ward calamities and afflictions; with re- 
proaches and perſecutions; with toil and la- 
bour of any fort, but be in perfect eaſe and 
reſt ; ſo that it may be truly ſaid, happy are 
the dead which are already dead, more than 
the living that are yet alive. Yea, the body 

by dying will be a gainer ; for at the reſur- 


rection-morn, tho' it has been vile, baſe, and 


contemptible, it will be faſhioned like unto 
the glorious body of Chriſt; and tho! it is 
ſown in the grave in weakneſs, in diſhonour, 
in corruption, and a natural body; it will be 
raiſed in power, in glory, in incorruption, and 
a ſpiritual body ; this mortal will put on im- 
mortality, and this corruption incorruptiop ; 
ſo that the gain will be very great, This 
will be further manifeſt, if we conſider, 

2. What the believer, whether a miniſter 
of the word or a n chriſtian, enjoys at; 

444 9967585 33057 2003 MN 


a Feclef. iv. 2. 


TT: 
death, and upon it: he is immediately in 


better company than what he leaves behind * 


he is at once with angels and glorified ſaints; 
and joins with them in their acts of devotion, 

ſervice, and worſhip, in celebrating the per- 
fections of God, and finging' Hallelujahs to 
the Lamb: he enters directly into the pre- 
ſence of God; beholds the face of God, and 
the glory of Chriſt, and has fellowſhip with 
Father, Son, and Spirit ; and God, i all his 
perſons, is all in all to him, and is his por- 
tion, inheritance, and exceeding great re- 


ward. He then is poſſeſſed of perfect know-  - 


ledge, which before he had only in part; per- 
fect knowledge of God; of Chriſt ; of the 


_ covenant ; of the myſterics of grace; of the 


wonders of providence ; of things which his 


eye had never ſeen, nor his ear heard, nor 


had it entred into his heart to conceive of ; 


and what he had ſeen but darkly, and known 
imperfectly, now he has full, clear, and di- 


ſtin& ideas of. Moreover, bei is now arrived 


to complete holineſs; before he was black in 
himſelf, and full of ſpots, but now without 


ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch ſuch thing; be- 
fore he was only in part ſanctified, now 
throughout, in every power. and faculty of 
his ſoul; the work is now completely finiſh- 


2 : ed; 


8 — 
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| ed; and there are not the leaſt remains of 


fin and corruption in him. He is now in 
fulneſs of joy, and partaking of pleaſures 
that will never end; he had only ſome taftes 
before of joy unfoeakible, and full of glory; 
but now he drinks large draughts, even to 
fatiety, of the river of divine pleaſures; and 
where he bathes himſelf with unutterable de- 
light, and with a ſatisfaction not to be ex- 
preſſed. In ſhort, he is now received into 
everlaſting habitations, into the manſions of 
bliſs and glory in Chriſt's Father's houſe ; and 
enters upon the inheritance incorruptible and 
- uindefiled, and which fadeth not away; and 
enjoys the kingdom prepared from the foun- 
dation of the world ; has the crown of righ- 
teouſneſs laid up for him, given him ; and 
is ſet down with Chriſt upon his throne, poſ- 
ſeſſed of honour, glory, immortality, and eter- 
nal life. . 
All this is true, and may be ſaid of our 

deceaſed Friend and Brother, whoſe death has 

occaſioned this diſcourſe. His life, whilſt it 

was continued, was 70 Chriſt; to the glory 

of his name, and the good of his intereſt; 

and, had it been continued longer, would 
doubtleſs have been for the ſervice of the 

Redeemer's cauſe in general, and for the ad- 
vantage 


WE ; 
vantage of this church of Chuift in” particu⸗- 
lar j and. for the benefit of the pobr miniſters: 


of Chriſt, to many of whom he was greatly 
ſerviceable; and of the poor members of 


Chriſt in various places, who were aſſiſted 
by him when in diſtreſſed circumſtances, or 
injured and oppteſſed by their fellowterea- 
tures; who way wy” ſenſibly feel. the loſs: of: 
him. But 0 ie is his gain; who now en- 
joys all the — of dying in the 
Lord ; and in whoſe death Chriſt has been 
glorified, in ſupporting him in the views of 
it, and in carrying him fo comfortably and. 


| chearfully thro' che pains atid agonies of it z: 


foi that Chriſt has been magnified in his body 
both in life and in death; an account of. 
whom I am now to give; 'ataſk; I fear, Jam 
not equal to, ſo as to do juſtice to WE mo- -.Y 
_— Wy ſo great a n ane, a : eg 7 


Ships 


+. on Sr FTT Was the edeſ 
fon — that eminent and learned divine, Mr. 
Joſeph Stennett, whoſe character has been 
drawn by an able hand *; and is otherwiſe 
fo well known froth his excellent writings, 
as will preſerve his memory in high eſteem 


fo er poſterity. His father alſo, Mr. Ed- 


G 5 ward 
See the Accaunt of his Lag, free to his works. | 


nonconformity . in perſecuting times. 


FAC 


ani Stenvett, was a faithful and laborjons 
miniſter of the Baptiſt denomination, at Mal- 


lingford in Berkfpire ; and ſuffered much for 


i Hofer xice hem bo e 5 


1692 3 z and received his inſtructions in gram- 
mar and claſſical learning, from two of the 


ableſt grammarians this age has produced; 
Mr. Aimnſworth,. author of the Latin diction- 


ary; and Dr. Ward, profeſior of Rhetoric in | 


Greſbam· college. The other parts of litera- 


ture, which more immediately related to his 


ſacred profeſfion, he cultivated under the care 
and direction of his learned and pious father; 


whom 1 find, on his dying bed, giving him 


advice with: reſpect to the management of his 


ſtudies, and the conduct of his future life *. 
His fine natural parts, acquired knowledge, 
and above all the grace of God, and the 
eminent gifts of it beſtowed upon him, and 
fitting him for public ſervice, all contributed 


to form his character; in whom the gentle- 
man, the ſcholar, the chriſtian, and the di- 


vine, were ſo happily united. 


When he was about fifteen years of age, 


[ he made a profeſſion of religion, and ſub- 


* to the dlm of baptiſm. And 
thoſe 


* Ibid. p. 34. 


"> 


ſpel. 


the mean time our young divine, as he then 


„ 


thoſe who have either Leard lis pious Al. 


courſes, and fervent prayers; or read his ex- 
cellent ſermons, which are printed; can have 
no doubt left upon their minds, of his having 
received the grace of God in truth ; which is 
ſo abſolutely neceſſary to a miniſter of the go. 


In the year 1714, providence called Bim 
into Wales, where he firſt entered upon his 


public miniſtry, and ſpent about four years 
at Abergavenny in Monmouthſhire ; from 


whence, having declined” the prefling invita- 


tions of two congregations in this city, he 


removed to Exeter, not long after the diſpute 


aroſe in that country concerning the doctrine 
of the Trinity, and while it was hot there: 


letters having been ſent hither for advice, in the 
year 1719, occaſioned great diſturbances and 


animoſities among Proteſtant-diſſenting mini- 


ſters of all denominations in this city. In 


was, exerted himſelf with an uncommon and 
diſtinguiſhed zeal at Exeter; made a noble 


ſtand for the proper divinity of our Lord, 


and appeared with great luſtre and brightneſs 
in the defence of it. Here he continued 
about ſixteen years, faithfully diſcharging his 


miniſterial truſt, and adorning his office with | 


G 2 a 


(461. 


1 es life! W Ia 1737 
he was called to tlie -paſtaral care of this 
church, and was inveſted with that office 


Sept. I 5th the ſame year, being about twenty 


* years ago and upwards z ſo that he continued 


in the ſacred work of. the miniſtry about 


| wy years. | 3 


In the year 1754 he received a diploma, 


ation him Doctor in Divinity, from the uni- 


verſity of St. Andrews in Scotland, at the in- 
ſtance and recommendation of his Royal High- 
nefs their Chancellor; who was pleaſed to 


ſend it to him in a very obliging manner by - 
his Secretary. 


The Doctor's miniſterial kiln ** qua- 


lifications are ſo well known, as to want no 
| deſcription or commendation. of them. His 


mein and deportment in the pulpit were 
graceful ; his voice low, but ſoft and plea- 


| fant; and his language accurate and correct. 
He had a large compaſs of thought, freedom 


of expreſſion, and fervency of ſoul, as well 


in preaching as prayer; and would often 
treat his ſubject in a very comprehenſive 


view, to the great delight, as well as prone 


= 5 his hearers, 


As to his religious hat befidas thoſe 


= concerning baptiſm and the ſabbath, wheres 


| [#1] 
in he differed from! many; there wine 
of greater importance, the doctrines of our 


firſt Reformers, which he imbibed in his 


younger years, and abode by them 'through- 
out his miniſtrations to the end of his life. 
1 meet with an inſtance of this in a letter ſent 
by him to the members of this church, about 
two months before his deceaſe, herein are 
the following expreſſions:· It is my great 
ce comfort in the views of eternity, that I habt 


< been led in theſe changeable and fad times, 


5 ſteadily and conſtantly to maintain” thoſe 
ods doctrines,” which J find arè able to- ſupport 


« me at ſuch a ſeaſon as this. I call my 
ec dear charge at Exeter, where I ſpent the 


be firſt part of my miniſtry (and the Lord 


c knows in great weakneſs) to teſtify this 


concerning me. I always thought, the 
great defign of the goſpel was to lay the 


creature in the duſt, and to exalt the great 


te Redeemer of the church. I always taught 
e both them and you to love Jeſus Chriſt; 


ee to live upon him; and to expect your 
“ juſtification from him alone, his blood, his 


A 


£ 3 e and his ichercef- 


F fon.” 


With regard to his political cliitacter," 


was a warm aſſerter and defender of the li- 
8 berties 8 


N mo 
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berties of mankind ; moſt zealouſly attached 


to the intereſt; of his majeſty king George, 
and his royal houſe; heartily loved his-friefids 
and all whom his majeſty eſteemed as ſuch ; 


gave into an unreaſonable oppoſition to his 
miniſtry. His: talents for public ſervice in 
civil affairs, were diſcerned by ſome perſons 
of the firſt rank and 'eminency, who-wete 
Pleaſed to henour him with their friendſhip 
and acynaintance. And the eaſy acceſs which 


this gave him to thoſe in power, tendered 
him capable of performing many good and 


kind offices to multitudes of perſons ; which 
he attended to with great chearfulneſs and affi- 
duity, and frequently with happy ſiictefs, 


So that his death is a public loſs to mankind; 


particularly to the whole Diſſenting intereſt, 
and eſpecially with reſpect to its * 1 


Nane affairs. 
The diſorder, which iflued 3 in Th aench, 


was. a mortification in his foot, under which 


he laboured near ſix months. During which 


time, tho it appeared very frightful and ter- 


rible to thoſe about him; yet it was not at 
all ſtartling and ſurpriſing to himſelf. When 
he was firſt made acquainted with it, and it 
was imad to him, that he might be car- 

| ried 


and was. greatly. offended with thoſe, who 
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tho he had not tbaſe raptures, 'which, ſome 


in their laſt moments; met his faith epntirt 
and hie hape fitm and ſſed-- 
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kind... 
tied off by it is 8 few: days z heicecybrad the 


ſummons with an amazing 'compoture af 
mind. And through the whole of his afflic- 
tion, he ſhewed fuch chriſtian heroiſm, as 
altonithed ſome who were ſtrangets to the in- 
ward pawer of chriftianity, and obliged them 
to acknowledge its divine influence. His pa- 


tience under [thaſe: excruciating pains, with 


which he was attended, was almoſt inimita- 
ble; not one murmuring or repining word 
being heard to drop from his lips amidit all 
of them, And when. he bad any intervals 
from pain, it is thought, be neuer fu much 


enjoyed himſelf, his family, and his friends 


about him, in any periad of his life, as he 
then did. This ſe erenity and chæarfulneſs een: 
tinued with ſcarce” any interruption. And 


hays experienced on their dying beds, and 


faſt ap the and. Thus your dear and ifaighfak 
paſtor Gnifhed bis caurie, and fell aſleep in 

Jeſus, on the 9th inftant ; leaving behind 
him u very diſconſolate widow and mournful 
family, all eee 1 _ 1 8 
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- {During his illneſs, tho". at ſuch a diftatice, 
"he was not unmindful of this church, Bis 
more. peruliar charge and care; as appears 


by his letter to you, in which he ſays! 
ee Sometimes, I think, I could rejoice to talk 
4 to you once more of the loving kindneſs 


« of the Lord, and of what he has done for 
my ſqul; and to recommend that dear Je- 


« ſus, with all the bleſſings of his ſalvation; 


c to your precious ſouls, Which I have often 


te ſincerely; tho tene done in the courſe 
« of my miniſtry.” And now, in your pre- 


ſent circumſtances, permit me to remind yo 


of your duty, how. you ſhould-behave under 
them. And this I ſhall chuſe to do, not in 

my-6wn- words, but thoſe. of your. late pa- 
Rot, in his letter above-mentioned ; which 


may, I would-hope,. make greater and more 
laſting impreſſions on you, than any thing I 


am capable of ſaying. My dear brethren; 
ct ſays he, let your love abound one towards 


te another, forbearing one another, forgiving 
* one another, as God for Chriſt's ſake hath 


e forgiven you. Exerciſe. your charity to all 
« men, in the manner in which the gaſpel 


at ręcomtnends it.— Brethren, as you would 
* have your ſouls proſper, labour to main 
© ec tain holy diſcipline i in the church; attend 
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oo early and conſtantly on the * worſhip | 
«of: God ; and cultivate the duties of reli- 
« gion in your families and your cloſets. 


e See that the generous ſpirit, that has long 
« prevailed among you for the ſupport and 


« encouragement of the intereſt of our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt, may not decay ; be exem- 


« plary in your converſation; and uſe your 


« kind endeavours to reſtore ſuch as are de- 


ce parted from the truth, or by an unholy 


„% walk have brought themſelves under the 
| © cenſure of the church.” My friends, fre- 
quently read over theſe inſtructions and ex- 


hortations ; and though your paſtor is now 


dead, you will perceive that he yet ſpeaks to 
you, with the moſt tender regard, for Ty 
trueſt and beſt intereſt, 
To you the dear relations of the deceaſed, his | 


mourning widow and ſorrowing children, and 
other relations and friends, what ſhall I ſay ? 
The ſtroke upon you is heavy; the providence 
is very afflicting. The loſs of ſuch an indulgent 


huſband, tender father, kind brother, amia- 
ble relation, and loving friend, is a great one, 
indeed! but ſorrow not in an extravagant 
and unbecoming manner, às thoſe without 


boße of a future ſtate, and a glorious reſur- 


rection. Remember what is your loſs is his DI 
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5 . : Og compleated in 45 Numbers, of which 38 


. and that you will ſee your -buſband; 1 
your father, your brother, your relation and 
friend again, to greater advantage than ever 


5 +. the ſame Size as the Author 3 Expoſition of % 


the feveral Books, and Writers of them; a Summar 


- Verſe: And throughout the whole, the original Text; 
and various Verſions, are inſpected and ir Tl 
briftian, 


conſulted ; and the Prophecies ſhewn. chiefly to belong 


5 : them. to Times yet to come. 
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you ſaw or enjoyed him here; For: if we be- 


Hove that Jeſus died, and roſe again; even ft 
_ them alſo, u Jeep 7 in 4 7 7 111. In XY 


n Dam ? 7, ba 5 0 
7 * 
” a « - * % 
1 Theil. i | | FT] 5.14 
* .F : 5 5 ; 1 id 
* 1 1. Iv. 74 * | 
- 0 l oy ba 2 
.* V - a : 
PV 0 7 * 4 * « * 7 6 5 * 9 
44 
5 a $ ; 4 . - 
Sew , 4 hs i 4 3 5 * 
* * » ; Dy 1 * * * 2 * 2 P * * ＋. F 
— * 2 > 4 $. pp - : 4 o # $6 + *..4 
a , F , * 4 
t 7 * ; 5 — * * 2 
* 7 * [a 6 * , * A ; ag 2 F l i # F 
: & # „ EET bo} ud * » \ 4 + +34 FY 
_ 4 . * — 
˖ * 4” — » ad * x de * 4 
1 * 2 $ " ” 1 17 
* A o : G & + 9 4 4 wy y 
= 
1 " ne 4 7 
1 y 2 7 1 * * . ? 7 o 
dg 7 * 8 - # © 3 
ME 1 3 —— 
9 ; # * 
' 1 F 1 3 by * 
8 * - 5 24 
= 4 F 7 6 4 * — 4 * 43 + ' ES 
1 6 oO 
** E — v4 


- Now Publ bing by Sather pen, 1 1 


+ already publiſped; making two Volumes Fok * 


Nn. Teſtament) 


N EXPOSITION. of the Books of the Prophe 
A. of the Orp Tzsramewr, both Larger”s 
er: In which it is attempted to give an Account & af 


of each Chapter; and the genuine Senſe of 


terpreters of the beſt Note, both Jewiſh and 
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to the Times of the Goſpel, and a great 2 "RY 
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